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Landscape Review
for Market Bosworth
Neighbourhood Plan

1.0 Introduction

1.1 David Hickie Associates has been commissioned by Market
Bosworth Parish Council to review the landscape character and
associated views and vistas of the open countryside surrounding the
settlement boundary - to help guide the preparation of the new version

of the Neighbourhood Plan.

1.2 This report has been written by Dr David Hickie who is a Chartered
Landscape Architect and an international expert in the field of LVIA.
He is a specialist in the field of landscape design, landscape planning and
landscape ecology. He is also a Chartered Environmentalist and Full
Member of the Institute of Historic Building Conservation. He was
formerly Senior Landscape Architect for Warwickshire County
Council, Head of Landscape and Ecology for Midlands Region,
Environment Agency and Assistant Regional Director of English

Heritage (now known as Historic England). He was a member of the

Landscape Institute’s initial Working Group that developed the
‘Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (First
Edition)’.

Brief
1.2 To produce a background document relating to the landscape character and

associated views and vistas (y" the open countryside surrounding the settlement

boundar)/. This document will aim to:

a) provide a sound evidence base for the current and any additional
relevant views and vistas and other significant landscape features on the
approaches into and out g(tbe town including roads, public tracks and
footways.

b) demonstrate the landscape and open countryside is essential and
integral to the characteristics and ambiance of this historic market town
and a substantive feature to its importance as a visitor centre and its

economic impact as a tourism destinationfor the borough.

This will be done by:
Reviewing the current Neighbourhood Plan evidence base (views, vistas and
contextual text and images) and identifying potential new landscape/views and
vista evidence [and definition of view and vista]:

a) the areas along Sutton and Shenton Lane, Coton/Priory Lane

b) revise as necessary other identified views and vistas in the current

Neighbourhood Plan
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¢) identify and provide contextual evidence for any proposed additional
views and vistas

d) to revise the very specific work already carried out for the Richborough
Appeal on Station Road, to strengthen the existing context and utilise the
key points in to a generic rationale for the land (2 fields) between the
railway bridge and the first dwellings beyond the golf course

e) to consider other aspects of landscape, character and environment that

are signchant but that we as amateurs may not have considered
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2.0 Background

Market Bosworth Parish

2.1 The location of the Neighbourhood Plan is shown in the figure

below.

Figure 1: Map showing the area covered by Market Bosworth Parish Council (extract
from current Neighbourhood Plan)
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Lan dSCClpe C hal’aC ter 2.3 The key characteristics of the Bosworth Parkland identified in the

relatively recent Hinckley and Bosworth Landscape Character
2.2 The majority of the neighbourhood plan area lies within the Assessment (2017), are shown in the box below:

Landscape Character Area known as the ‘Bosworth Parkland’, with just

a small sliver along the western boundary of the parish lying in the

adjacent ‘Sence Lowlands’.

Figure 2: Extract from Landscape Character Area Map (2017)

Sence Lowlands Market Bosworth

LCA
Bosworth Parkland LCA
Bosworth Parkland LCA 2.4 The above descriptors neatly define the importance and value of the

surrounding landscape, which greatly contributes to the character of the

historic town centre and associated settlement.

2.5 The spire of St Peter’s Church is a key landmark within the area of
the neighbourhood plan, and along with key views and vistas, help the
local community experience a real ‘sense of place’ and provide a visual

orientation of the parish from afar.

2.6 This study has not taken the landscape character areas down to the
next level, because it is considered to be more beneficial to focus on the

views and vistas within the area — which greatly contribute to the
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landscape character of the area. Some of these views and vistas are quite
localised and others are quite expansive (reaching far outside the

neighbourhood area).
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Views andVistas

2.7 The planning development management system is required to take

account of views and vistas when designated in Neighbourhood Plans.

The importance of Views and Vistas

® Views and vistas help local communities to creative cognitive

and cultural maps of their local areas — and a ‘sense of place’

® Views and vistas help provide a visual orientation of the parish

from afar

® Views and vistas help to create the ‘signature landscape’ of the

Parish

® Vistas tie together natural and cultural features into a series of

important views

Human Impact/Threat

® New development can compromise or harm short/medium and

long-range views
® New development can remove vistas

® New Ridgeline development can compromise and/or obstruct

views and vistas

Planning Implications

o All significant views and vistas should be documented in the

Neighbourhood Plan

° Significant View Corridors of Views and Vistas should be

protected, and enhanced where possible

® General views from public and permitted rights of way should

be protected

® Development lighting assessments should take account of

protected views and vista

2.8 My recent experience of using view and vista information at
development design and planning application stages; and, at planning
inquiry level, has led to the identification of some shortcomings of the

current use of protected views and vistas within the planning system.

2.9 These shortcomings include: not describing precisely what vista or
view is being protected (in terms of near/middle/long distances); key
features within these view corridors; and, angle of view of these
corridors. Key positive, neutral and negative features within these vistas

and features often fail to be adequately explained.

2.10 A key problem is that in many cases, the view is not just one
location but often is the visual experience along the line of a field or
perhaps road or footpath, or the views out from a hilltop. Often only
one view location is shown as being the ‘protected view’. Such a series

of views often are not adequately defined or protected.

2.11 The results of this assessment process seeks to assist developers,

decision-makers and the local community, to better understand
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importance of these views and vistas, and how they can be protected

and conserved, and if necessary, development changes mitigated.

2.12 In the past, there has been much confusion regarding the difference

between a vista and a view.

2.13 For the purposes of this report and the future neighbourhood plan,

the following definitions have been used in this report.

Views are significant single directional visual experiences —
normally towards a significant natural or man-made feature.
These can include sightlines to important or unique natural
resources, places, structures, buildings, landmarks, etc. The
views can be from afar or nearby. Whilst views can be positive,
neutral or negative in terms of their community value, only those
of significant positive value should be identified as requiring

protection.

Vistas refer to series of significant views (often linear in nature
along a footpath or road; or panoramic from one location) that

afford a high quality of visual experience.

Viewpoint describes in spatial terms, where a person can

experience a significant ‘view’

View corridor describes the geographical extent of this zone of

visual significance.
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3.0 Current Protected

Views and Vistas

Figure 3: Map showing Extract from 2014-2026 Neighbourhood Plan Protected Views and Vistas
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3.1 The current protected views and vistas are defined in the current
Neighbourhood Plan (2014-2026). These views and vistas, and other
new potential ones have been reviewed as part of this study. This review
process indicated that there was a need for a step-change in the concept
of what a view and vista encompassed to account for the very many
cases where high quality views which importantly contributed to the
landscape character of the parish were linear in nature rather than just

one single viewpoint in one particular direction.

3.2 This has led to the use of the revision of the concept of vista. A vista
now being defined as a series of significant views (often linear in nature
along a footpath or road; or panoramic from one location) that afford a
high quality of visual experience. A ‘view’ being defined as a single
directional visual view — normally towards a significant natural or man-

made feature.

Footpaths and Rights of Way

3.3 The road and footpath network provides the framework for
experiencing and defining the significant views and vistas that warrant

protection.

3.4 There will be open public access to all definitive footpaths,
bridleways and byways as defined by Leicestershire County Council as
the Highways Authority and published on the LCC website.

3.5 The Parish Council has negotiated a permissive footpath (purple
dotted line) on the footpath map below. All public roads will also be
accessible to walkers and others as public right of way. This provides a
network of recreational walking experiences emanating from the
settlement, both long distance footpaths walks and short distance

footpaths for local residents and especially dog-walkers.

Figure 4: Map showing Public Footpaths within the Market Bosworth Neighbourhood
Plan Area as of January 2023
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4.0 2023 Review of
Vistas and Views

4.1 Following site visits across the area of the Neighbourhood Plan in
Autumn 2022 and January 2023, a number of key views and vistas have
been identified. All these views and vistas are experienced from public
footpaths (and a permissive footpath on private land) or public roads.
Whilst there are many pleasant views and vistas across the parish only
those of significant positive value should be identified as requiring
protection. The following recommended key views and vistas that are
considered to be of appropriate high-quality that they should be
afforded protection, are shown on the map overleaf and are described

in the following sections.
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Figure 5: Map showing Vistas and Views within the Neighbourhood Plan Area

Page 12 of 13



David Hickie Associates: Landscape Review - Market Bosworth Neighbourhood Plan

View 1

4.2 Station Road Approach to Market Bosworth

Figure 6: View 1 [Station Road Approach to Market Bosworth]
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Figure 7: Map Showing Location of View 1 [Station Road Approach to Market
Bosworth]
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View 1: Station Road Approach

Location: View from Station Road Railway bridge looking eastwards
towards Market Bosworth town centre and hilltop

Positive Features: Unobstructed view of straight road focusing view
towards top of slope, woodland avenue and town; hedgerows, roadside
trees and shrubs.

Neutral Features: Telegraph poles and power line on righthand side
of road

Negative Features: Housing on right-hand side of road, clutter of
street signage and road markings,

Key View Receptors: Car users, cyclists and pedestrians

Management Recommendations: Encourage improvements to
street signage clutter.
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View 2

4.3 Barton Road Approach to Market Bosworth

Figure 8: Map Showing Location of View 2 [Barton Road Approach to Market
Bosworth]
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Figure 9: Map Showing Location of View 2 [Barton Road Approach to Market
Bosworth]
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View 2: Barton Road Approach

Location: View from Barton Road southwards towards Market
Bosworth

Positive Features: Unobstructed view of straight road focusing view
towards top of slope, woodland avenue and town; hedgerows, roadside
trees and shrubs, grassed roadside verge.

Neutral Features: None in particular

Negative Features: None in particular

Key View Receptors: Car users, cyclists and pedestrians

Management Recommendations: Encourage improvements to
street signage clutter.
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View 3
4 .4 View of Bosworth Hall and St Peter’s Church

Figure 10: Map Showing Location of View 3 [Bosworth Hall and St Peter’s Church from
The Park]

Page 19 of 20



David Hickie Associates: Landscape Review - Market Bosworth Neighbourhood Plan

Figure 11: Map Showing Location of View 3 [Bosworth Hall and Church from The
Park]
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View 3: Bosworth Hall and Church

Location: View from The Park of Bosworth Hall and St Peter’s
Church

Positive Features: Glimpse view of Bosworth Hall Hotel and St
Peter’s Church, stone wall in front of hall, expanse of grass, mature

trees, footpath edging kerbing.

Neutral Features: Sculpture in grassed area

Negative Features: Clutter of street signage and hotel advertising
hoardings.

Key View Receptors: Car users, cyclists and pedestrians

Management Recommendations: Encourage improvements to
street and advertising signage clutter.
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Vista A

4.5 Vistas as viewed from Sutton Lane from settlement edge outwards.

Figure 12: View of part of Vista A Corridor — Sutton Lane — looking eastwards from

gateway
Figure 13: View of part of Vista A Corridor — Sutton Lane Green Lane —looking Figure 14: View of part of Vista A Corridor — Sutton Lane Green Lane — looking
southwards southwards
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Figure 15: Map Showing Vista A Corridor — Sutton Lane
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Vista A: Sutton Lane Approach

Location: Sutton Lane from settlement edge out along Sutton Lane to
edge of Neighbourhood Area. Field of view 360 degrees including

views either side of Sutton Lane.

Positive Features: Important entrance to town. Green Lane with
open wide grassed verges. Initial section with mature Oaks — very wide
western verge used for stock grazing. Remainder of road is typical wide
verged droving road. Hedgerows and occasional mature trees.
Expansive views either side of wider countryside.

Neutral Features: None in particular

Negative Features: Modern farm gates

Key View Receptors: Pedestrians; and, Car users and cyclists

Management Recommendations: Protect vista from future
encroachment of development into the edge of the settlement and open
countryside
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Vista B

4.6 Shenton Lane Approach to Market Bosworth

Figure 16: Map Showing Part of Shenton Lane Vista B Corridor
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Vista B

Figure 17: Map Showing Vista B Corridor
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Vista B: Sutton Lane Approach

Location: Shenton Lane at edge of settlement.

Positive Features: View of open countryside. Green field. Backdrop
of woodland in distance. Field of view 180 degrees. Expansive views

of wider countryside to the south.

Neutral Features: View of settlement edge dwellings

Negative Features: Modern farm gate

Key View Receptors: Pedestrians and cyclists; and, Car users.

Management Recommendations: Protect vista from future
further encroachment of development into the open countryside
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Vista C

4.7 Market Bosworth Cemetery

Figure 18: View of Vista C
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Figure 19: Map Showing location of Vista C Corridor
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Vista C: Cemetery

Location: Market Bosworth Cemetery.

Positive Features: Foreground views of cemetery. Middle distance
views of field and open countryside. Far distance views of woodlands
and fields to skyline. Field of view 120 degrees. Expansive views of
wider countryside. Bosworth Battlefield Museum visible on the skyline.

Neutral Features: View of settlement edge dwellings

Negative Features: Modern agricultural buildings and associated

paraphernalia.

Key View Receptors: Pedestrians and Cyclists; and, Car users.

Management Recommendations: Protect vista from future
further encroachment of development into the open countryside
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Vista D

4.8 Part of Vista D across Market Bosworth Country Park

Figure 20: View of Vista D — Country Park
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Figure 21: Map Showing location of Vista D Corridor
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Vista D: Market Bosworth Country
Park

Location: View from The Park southwards across parkland of
Country Park. Field of view 180 degrees along The Park towards the

south.

Positive Features: Foreground views of grass and mature trees in
parkland. Middle distance views of matures parkland trees. Far distance
views of woodlands and fields to skyline. Expansive views of wider
countryside. Bosworth Battlefield Museum visible on the skyline.

Neutral Features: View of settlement edge dwellings

Negative Features: Car park barriers and cluttered signage

Key View Receptors: Pedestrians and cyclists; and, Car users.

Management Recommendations: Protect vista from future
further encroachment of development into the country park zone.
Encourage improvements to signage clutter and car parking.
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Vista E

4.9 Barton Road approach to Market Bosworth

Figure 22: Northern View of Vista E — looking towards the Town
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Figure 23: Map Showing location of Vista E Corridor
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Vista E: Barton Road Approach
Parkland

Location: View from Barton Road eastwards across the remnant
parkland. Field of view 180 degrees along length of roadside.

Positive Features: Foreground and middle distance views of grass
and mature trees in parkland. Far distance views of woodland edge and
to south — glimpses of built settlement.

Neutral Features: View of settlement edge dwellings

Negative Features: None in particular

Key View Receptors: Car users, Cyclists and Pedestrians.

Management Recommendations: Protect vista from future
further encroachment of development. Encourage improvement to
signage along roadside.
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Vista F

4.10 View from Public Footpath emerging into open countryside from
Back Lane

Figure 24: Panoramic View of Part of Vista F
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Figure 25: Map Showing location of Vista F Corridor
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Vista F:

Location: View from Public Footpath emerging into open countryside
from Back Lane. Field of view 180 degrees along length of footpath
including views back into settlement.

Positive Features: Foreground and middle distance views of grass
field with hedgerows. Distant views of hedgerows and woodland on the
skyline. To the east —built settlement.

Neutral Features: View of settlement edge dwellings

Negative Features: Power lines

Key View Receptors: Pedestrians.

Management Recommendations: Protect vista from future
further encroachment of development both within the settlement and
on edge of settlement, as well as development within open

countryside.
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Vista G

4.11 Footpath emerging from Back Lane past School Playing Fields to
Golf Course

Figure 26: Panoramic View of Vista G - adjacent to Bosworth High School looking
westwards to eastwards

Figure 27: View of Vista G above Golf Course
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Figure 28: Map Showing location of Vista G Corridor
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Vista G:

Location: View from Public Footpath emerging into open countryside
from Back Lane along edge of ridgeline to emerge onto the golf course.

Field of view 180 degrees along length of footpath.

Positive Features: Foreground and middle-distance views of grass
field with hedgerows. Distant views of hedgerows and woodland on the
skyline. To the east —built settlement. View of church spire at eastern

section of vista

Neutral Features: View of settlement edge dwellings

Negative Features: Power lines, some modern housing development

Key View Receptors: Pedestrians.

Management Recommendations: Protect vista from future
further encroachment of development.
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Vista H

4.12 View from Public Footpath - Bridge over Railway

Figure 29: Panorama View of Vista H at Bridge over Railway
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Figure 30: Map Showing Vista H Corridor
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Vista H:

Location: View from Public Footpath on bridge over railway. Field of
view 120 degrees.

Positive Features: Foreground and middle-distance views of grass of
golf course and field with hedgerows. Distant views of hedgerows and
woodland on the skyline. To the east —built settlement.

Neutral Features: View of settlement edge dwellings on slopes of hill
in distance

Negative Features: Single tree planting in golf course looking un-
natural

Key View Receptors: Pedestrians.

Management Recommendations: Protect vista from future
further encroachment of development.
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Vista I — Station Road Approach

4.13 Station Road Approach

Figure 31: Map Showing Vista I Corridor — from Railway Bridge — looking northwards
and eastwards

Figure 32: Map Showing Vista I Corridor from the eastern end looking northwards
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Figure 33: Map Showing Vista I Corridor
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Vista I:

Location: View from Station Road Railway Brigade to top of hill
opposite Godsons Hill . Field of view 180 degrees along the northern
length of road and footpath.

Positive Features: Foreground and middle-distance views of grass
field with hedgerows. Distant views of hedgerows and woodland on the
skyline. To the east —built settlement.

Neutral Features: View of settlement edge dwellings and roadside
timber fence

Negative Features: Power lines and cluttered road signage, golf club
entrance and associated buildings

Key View Receptors: Car users, Cyclists and Pedestrians.

Management Recommendations: Protect vista from future

further encroachment of development.
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Vista |

4.14 View from Permissive Footpath near Ambion Rise

Station Field mixed-use

Figure 34: Part of Vista ] development zone
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Figure 35: Map Showing Vista ] Corridor

Station Field mixed-use /

development zone
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Vista J:

Location: View from Permissive Footpath near Ambion Rise. Field of
view 180 degrees along changing orientation of footpath.

Positive Features: Foreground and middle distance views of grass
field with hedgerows. Distant views of hedgerows and woodland on the
skyline. To the east —built settlement. The Neighbourhood Plan has
designated Station Field for mixed-use development, however, due to
it lower location in the topography in relation to this vista, only the
very tip of the rooflines would be visible from this vista, and important
long views over Station Field can be preserved.

Neutral Features: View of settlement edge dwellings

Negative Features: Power lines

Key View Receptors: Pedestrians.

Management Recommendations: Protect vista from future
further encroachment of development both within settlement and in
open countryside. Development outside the Neighbourhood Plan
designated mixed-use development zone in Station Field should be
prevented to allow for the protection of the long views from this vista.
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Vista K

4.15 View from footpath from Priory Lane towards York Close

Figure 36: Vista K — looking towards Market Bosworth — Church Spire visible on
skyline

Station Field mixed-use

development zone
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Figure 37: Map Showing Vista K Corridor

Station Field mixed-use /

development zone
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Vista K:

Location: View from footpath from Priory Lane towards York Close .

Field of view 180 degrees along length of footpath.

Positive Features: Foreground and middle-distance views of large
open fields with hedgerows in rolling topography. Distant views of
fields, hedgerows and woodlands to the skyline. To the east —built
settlement and spire of St Peter’s Church. The Neighbourhood Plan
designates Station Field for mixed-use development, however, due to it
lower location in the topography in relation to this vista, only the very
tip of the rooflines would be visible from this vista, and important long
views over Station Field can be preserved.

Neutral Features: View of settlement edge dwellings

Negative Features: Power lines

Key View Receptors: Pedestrians.

Management Recommendations: Protect vista from future
further encroachment of development. Future development in Station
Field to be carefully screened and roof heights minimised where
possible) to retain long views over Station Field. Development outside
Station Field should be prevented to allow for the protection of the
long views from this vista.
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Vista L

4.16 View from Priory Lane Gateway looking northwards

Figure 38: Vista L - view from Priory Lane Gateway
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Figure 39: Map Showing location of Vista L Corridor
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Vista L:

Location: View from footpath from Priory Lane towards York Close .
Field of view 120 degrees at gateway.

Positive Features: Foreground and middle distance views of large
open fields with hedgerows in rolling topography. Woodlands on hill
tops and upper slopes. Distant views of hedgerows and woodland on
the skyline. To the east —built settlement with church spire visible.

Neutral Features: View of settlement edge dwellings

Negative Features: None in particular

Key View Receptors: Cyclists and Pedestrians, and car users.

Management Recommendations: Protect vista from future
further encroachment of development.
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Vista M

4.17 View from Shenton Lane

Figure 40: Vista M - view from East to South to wider countryside

Figure 41: Vista M — enlarged view of Eastern section of above Panorama
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Figure 42: Map Showing location of Vista M Corridor
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Vista M:

Location: View from Shenton Lane. Field of view 180 degrees along
length of road.

Positive Features: Foreground and middle distance views of large
open fields with hedgerows in rolling topography. Distant views of
hedgerows with occasional trees, and woodland, on the skyline. To the
north — glimpses of built settlement. Individual mature trees in fields.
View of church spire.

Neutral Features: View of settlement edge dwellings

Negative Features: None in particular

Key View Receptors: Car users, Cyclists and Pedestrians.

Management Recommendations: Protect vista from future
further encroachment of development.
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Vista N

4.18 View from Public Footpath emerging into open countryside from
York Close

Figure 43: Vista M - view footpath into York Close
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Figure 44: Map Showing Vista N Corridor
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Vista N:

Location: View from Public Footpath emerging into open countryside
from York Close. Field of view 180 degrees.

Positive Features: Foreground and middle distance views of large
open fields with hedgerows and occasional trees in rolling topography.
Distant views of hedgerows and woodland on the skyline. To the north
—built settlement.

Neutral Features: View of settlement edge dwellings

Negative Features: None in particular

Key View Receptors: Pedestrians.

Management Recommendations: Protect vista from future
encroachment of development.
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APPENDIX

Hinckley and Bosworth
Landscape Character
Assessment (2017)

Extracts of relevant sections of report
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Figure 45: Extract from Hinckley and Bosworth Landscape Character Assessment (2017)
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